Department of Michigan Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War                 Curtenius Guard          Camp # 17

 Camp # 17 Meeting Minutes for May 30, 2025. The meeting is being held at the G.A.R. Hall, in Sunfield, Michigan.                                        
I.   Opening Ritual: 
At 7:05 P.M. Camp # 17 Commander S. Carr opened the May 30, 2025, Camp # 17 meeting.  Brothers were appointed to fill the vacancies of absent Officers by appointment, pro-temp. 
II.   Roll Call of Officers:
Officers Present:  D. Bankhead, S. Carr, D. Grimes, M. Hanes, H. Holcomb, S. Martin, C. Orr, J. Pahl, R. Payne, R. Shull, and B. Shumway.                                 
Officers Excused:   M. Hoffman. 
III.   Roll Call of the Camp:
Roll of the Camp not called.
IV. Guests:
No guests present tonight.  
V.  Approval of Minutes:
Commander S. Carr asked the Camp # 17 Brothers if they have any objections, or questions about the January 28, 2024 Meeting Minutes. There being no objection Camp # 17 Commander S. Carr asked for a motion to accept.  Motion made by Brother D. Bankhead to accept the minutes presented.  Second.  Motion passed.

                                                                VI. Treasurers Report:                          -Treasurer   J. B. Pahl presented the report dated 3-25-2025 to 5-30-2025. Commander S. Carr asked if there are any objections. There being no objections he asked for a motion to approve. Motion made by Brother R. Payne to approve the report as transmitted. Second. Motion passed.                                    -The annual Form 990n was filed-out, mailed and an approval received back.                  
VII.   Concerns for Brothers:   
Concerns, thoughts, and prayers were expressed for the following Brothers: B. Benedict, D. Bankhead had a spinal implant, continuing prayers for J. D. Park’s wife, M. Hoffman, W. Peabody, D. Arnold, B. Shumway for his upcoming June 30 spine surgery, and R. Shull’s successful malignancy treatments.    
VIII. Reading of Applications from Candidates, for Membership:
-Leslie Bowerman turned in his application for membership.  A motion made to accept the application upon receipt of funds to go along with the application.  Second. Motion approved. 
is the applicant IX. Balloting for Candidates for Membership:                                         - None.                            
X. Initiation of New Brothers:             -None.
XI.   Meeting Recess:
 -A recess was not taken.
                                                                XII. Committee Reports of the Camp:
By-Laws:                                         Curtenius Guard Camp # 17 Department of Michigan Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War Proposed Resolutions to amend the Camp # 17 BY-LAWS: It is proposed to amend the By-Laws, Article XIII Section F, to change the number of Brothers constituting a Quorum from 10 to 5 Brothers, and a proposed change to Article VIII, Section 3. These proposed changes are for debate, and vote on at the July 29, 2025 Camp # 17 meeting.  
-Proposed change for consideration at the July 29, 2025 meeting.
-The By-Laws to then read:         Section F. A quorum shall consist of those present and eligible to vote, provided that this number is less than five, and provided further that Associates in attendance do not exceed 49 percent of the roster of those present pursuant to ARTICLE IV, Section B of these By-Laws. All matters brought before the Camp at a Regular or Special Meeting shall be decided by a majority vote of those present and entitled to vote at said meeting with one exception, that being the election of Camp Council, Delegates and Alternates.        
 -Proposed change for consideration at the July 29, 2025 meeting:
Article VIII, Section 3 to be amended as follows:
Section C. Notification of Regular and Special meetings shall be the responsibility of the Camp Secretary. He shall provide written notice, including agenda, of the meeting within three days of his receipt of appropriate order from the Camp Commander or Camp Council. A minimum of ten days notice shall be given to Brothers for either Regular or Special meetings.
-Any and all such notices of any regular or special meetings, or any other notice required by these Bylaws, National Regulations, or by law, may be by e-mail or other electronic means in the sole discretion of the Camp Commander.                                                                
-A vote to approve these changes is scheduled for the July 29, 2025 Camp # 17 meeting.                            
Investigating Committee Reports:      - No new Brothers.
 Memorials and Graves Registrations: -Brother M. Hoffman E-Mailed this GRO Report for the March meeting: Work continues to update the Michigan records now in the National Graves database.  I am also adding new records as more Union soldiers are identified, including in our three counties.  We will have a Department GRO meeting this spring to compare how things are going and discuss any issues that have arisen.  Let me know if there are any adds/edits you need for your ancestors records, in addition to any others you have particular interest in.                                                  -Brother M. Hoffman E-Mailed this report for the May meeting:  I attended the April 26 meeting of the GROs from several camps and talked various issues and research techniques. We continue to make progress in double-checking the conversation of records from previous Department database into the National’s. No date has been set for our next meeting of the GROs.  Since the March camp meeting, I’ve continued to make additions and corrections to Michigan-connected Union veterans in the National SUVCW graves database as a content administrator.  Members with suggested additions or corrections can contact me.  With the admin rights, I also have some additional search tools that I can use if members are trying to determine if someone is currently in the National database.  
G.A.R. Monuments:                                - No Report.
Eagle Scout Certificates:  Brother Ron Shull indicates that we have an Eagle Scout that we need to present a certificate to honor him.  A convenient time has to be worked out with the Eagle Scout. The information was sent to the Eagle Scouts parents to coordinate a time. No word back at this time.             
Military Affairs:  No Report.
Membership:                                                  -Commander Carr is working on a new member. 
Remembrance Day:                                -No report.                                                                              
Patriotic Instructor: R. Payne E-Mailed this report titled, “First Presentation of the Medal of Honor”. The Medal of Honor, commonly called “The Congressional Medal of Honor” was first proposed in 1861 by Gen. Winfield Scott. This was taken up by Iowa Senator James W. Grimes, in December 1861, asking for 200 Medal of Honor be made for members in the Navy.  
In March of 1863, Congress made the Medal of Honor a permanent decoration by passing legislation permitting the award to such soldiers, “as have the most distinguished or who may here after most distinguished themselves in action”. On March 25, 1863, the Secretary of War presented the first Medals to 6 US Army volunteers in his office.  
The first Medals of were awarded and presented to six U.S. Army soldiers (“Andrews Raiders”) on March 25 1863, by Secretary of War Edwin Stanton of the War Department, in his office.  Private Jacob Parriott, a U.S. Army volunteer from Ohio, became the first actual Medal of Honor recipient, awarded for his volunteering for participation in a raid on a Confederate train in Big Shanty, Georgia, on April 12, 1862, during the American Civil War. After the medal presentations, the six decorated soldiers met with President Lincoln in the White House.
To this day, it is the highest award for bravery in the United States Military. 
Programs and Publicity: No report.
Hall Restoration: 
Brother Randal Tooker informed us in an E-Mail that the Eaton County Historical Commission has provided a favorable response to our need for funds for repairs to the Old Hall. Brother H. Holcomb filled out the needed form and submitted it for the grant. No word back at this time.                                                                                                                
Memorial Day:                                                                      - Memorial Weekend events we participated in included:                     - May 24, 2025 - Our annual service at Mt. Hope Cemetery Soldiers and Sailors plot and immediately after a service at Little Arlington.                      - May 25, 2025 – United Brethren Church, 3 PM service.                             - May 26, 2025 - The Michigan G.A.R. Memorial Hall and Museum was open, the Eaton Rapids Memorial Day Parade, and events on the island.                                                                                                                                                                                    
Grinnell Award: No Report.
Veterans Day: No Report. 
XIII. Orders and Communications:  
SUVCW National Issued the following General Orders:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      -#12- Announces the 160th anniversary of the Civil War.                 -#13-Passing of the Woman’s Relief Corps Past National President Cynthia Norton.                                                         -#14-This Order provides an update on SUVCW Lobbying.                              -#15-Order provides the revocation of Camp # 14 the Department of PA.                                                          -#16-Order provides the revocation of Camp # 26 the Department of MA.        -#17-Order titled, “Shining a Brighter Light on Memorial Day”.                  -#18-Order provides information about charity donations under a title of, “Combined Federal Campaign (CFC)”.                                  
 Special SUVCW Orders:                                        -None.                                             Special Message:                                     -#3-Lobbying - A reminder to our order. 
The SUVCW Department of Michigan Issues the following Orders:                  -#1-Announces a change of the location of the Department Headquarters.                                                         -#2-2025-2026 Office/staff and committee information.                         -#3-2025-2026 This Order lists ROTC Coordinators appointments.                  -#4-Order provides the History of the forming of Memorial Day 157 years ago.
Department Special Messages:            -Order warns of continuing Phishing Scams.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Camp # 17 Orders:   No Orders.                                               
 XIV. Old Business:                 
- R. Payne contacted the Daughters about what happens if the Daughters tent folds. A discussion took place. Additionally, he talked to them about joining us in our planned September dinner meeting.  Brother Bankhead will contact The Welch Museum about hosting us, and Swedes to cater the meal.    
-Brother D. Bankhead is attempting to find a location in Sunfield where we may hold seminars.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
XV. New Business:                                    -The Department of Michigan Encampment was held March 29, 2025 at the Okemos Event Center, Okemos, Michigan.                                  -Congratulations to Brother Ron Shull elected to the office of2025 Department of Michigan Jr. Vice Commander, and Brothers Robert Payne and S. Martin election to 2025 the Department Council.
Motion made by D. Bankhead to purchase a full page ad promoting Brother R. Payne for the National Office of Jr. Vice Commander.  Second.  Motion passed. 
-Additionally, Brother G. Gibson, and Daryl VerStreate are running for national office.                                                                                                                        
XVI. Good of the Order:                     -Brother J. Pahl announced a ceremony to dedicate the new headstone for my Civil War Ancestor, Private John Boyer, 29th Indiana Vol. Inf.  The ceremony will be on Saturday, June 28, 2025 at 1:00 PM at the Pleasant Lake Cemetery in Pleasant Lake, Indiana. Pleasant Lake is directly South of Angola, Indiana. Pleasant Lake is 26 miles, South of Coldwater, Michigan.  
-Commander S. Carr held a Memorial Day service for departed Camp # 17 Brother John Shumway.
-April 12, 2025 was the Lincoln Springfield, Illinois event. Several Brothers attended.
-Motion made that Camp # 17 provide a recommendation to the 2025 National Encampment in Houston to elect Brother Robert Payne Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief. Second.  Motion passed.  A motion followed to make it a unanimous ballot. Second. Motion passed.   
-The2025 National Encampment is in Houston, TX, August 7-10, 2025.             
 -Michigan G.A.R. Memorial Hall and Museum:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         -On April 5, 2025 those  with Civil War artifacts  displayed them at the museum.                                                   -Please see the 2025, Events and Presentations list on the museum’s website.                                                 -We are asking for volunteers to do a Kids Camp in Charlotte this summer. Please consider helping us.  Chris Allen is the person to contact.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       -“Annual Sponsorships”, from $25 to $200 are available to help support the, “Michigan G.A.R. Memorial Hall and Museum.  Volunteers are needed to work the first two Wednesdays of each month.                                                                         
Camp # 17 Website:                                                  curteniusguardcamp17.org 
 Pass the Hat:-Passing the hat               collected $54.00.
XVII. Closing Ritual:
-Camp # 17 Commander S. Carr closed the meeting at 8:17 P.M. Our next scheduled Camp # 17 meeting is to be held in Eaton Rapids on Tuesday, July 29, 2025. The meeting time is 7:00 PM. 
In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
Harold Holcomb                       Curtenius Guard Camp # 17, Secretary
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